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For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like 

his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and 

sisters.                               Romans 8:29 

(NLT) 
 

 

Those who try to keep their lives will lose them. But those who give up  

their lives will save them.                  Luke 17:33 

(NCV)   
 

 

 (Jesus) You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate 

your enemy. But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute 

you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in 

heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he 

sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who 

love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do 

that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different 

from anyone else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even 

as your Father in heaven is perfect.                              

                                                                                   Matthew 5:43-48 

(NLT)   
 

You are God’s children whom he loves, so try to be like him. Live a life 

of love just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us as a sweet-

smelling offering and sacrifice to God.                                     Ephesians 

5:1-2 (NCV)   
 

 

 

How did Christ love us? 
 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love  

has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  

                       John 15:12-13 

(NLT) 
 

 

What does “laying down your life for your friends”   

                                      look like? 
 

1. Jesus spoke the Truth, but did it in love. 
 

Matthew 6:1-18 
 

This work must continue until we are all joined together in the same faith 

and in the same knowledge of the Son of God. We must become like a 

mature person, growing until we become like Christ and have his 

perfection. Then we will no longer be babies. We will not be tossed about 

like a ship that the waves carry one way and then another. We will not be 

influenced by every new teaching we hear from people who are trying to 

fool us. They make plans and try any kind of trick to fool people into 

following the wrong path. No! Speaking the truth with love, we will grow 

up in every way into Christ, who is the head.                                                       

Ephesians 4:13-15 (NCV) 
 

 

2. Jesus confronts sin, but loves the sinner.  
 

Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your 

accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” “No, Lord,” she said.  

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”      John 8:10-11 

(NLT) 
 

 

3. Jesus calls out our potential. 
 

And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a 

good work in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ [right up to 

the time of His return], developing [that good work] and perfecting and 

bringing it to full completion in you.                                                 

Philippians 1:6 (AMP) 
 

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by 

name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 

your home today.”...Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home 

today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. For 

the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”                     

Luke 19:1-10 (NLT) 
 

How do I Begin to Love Like Jesus Loved? 
 

When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey 

my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you these 

things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!  



                       John 15:10-11 

(NLT) 

 


