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Luke 18:1-8

Today’s Good Root – Persistent Prayer Produces Faith

1. Persistent Prayer is desired by God.
One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always
pray and never give up.
Luke 18:1 (NLT)

2. Persistent Prayer builds relationship with God.
“There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God
nor cared about people. A widow of that city came to him repeatedly,
saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’
Luke 18:2-3 (NLT)
The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t
fear God or care about people, but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m
going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her
constant requests!’”
Luke 18:4-5 (NLT)

3. Persistent Prayer is reliance on God.
Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even he
rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely
give justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will
he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly!
But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth
who have faith?”
Luke 18:6-8 (NLT)

4. Persistent Prayer is submission to God.
What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us,
who can ever be against us? Since he did not spare even his own Son but
gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? Who dares
accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself
has given us right standing with himself.
Romans 8:31-33 (NLT)
Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and
was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s
right hand, pleading for us.
Romans 8:34 (NLT)
Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no
longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or
hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (As the
Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being
slaughtered like sheep.”) No, despite all these things, overwhelming
victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.
Romans 8:35-37 (NLT)
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can
separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)

